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UN ESCAP   
1. One of five regional commissions (53 member 

States and 9 associated members, with more 
than 60% of global population) 

2. Only UN intergovernmental body HQ in the 
region
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Fund, Geneva, April 2018
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SDGs – Road Safety
1. Target 3.6: “By 2020, halve the number of 

global deaths and injuries from road traffic 
accidents” 

2. Target 11.2: “By 2030, provide access to 
safe, affordable, accessible and 
sustainable transport systems for all, by 
improving road safety  - -” 



Matches the 
5 pillars of 
actions on 
Road Safety



UN ESCAP   



UN ESCAP   
1. 2016, 3rd Ministerial Conference on 

Transport, adopted the Regional Action 
Programme (2017-2021)

2. Updated Regional Road Safety Goals and 
Targets



Updated Regional Road Safety Goals and 
Targets for Asia and the Pacific 

Overall objective: 50% reduction in fatalities and serious injuries on the roads 
of Asia and the Pacific over the period 2011 to 2020.

1. Making road safety a policy priority.

2. Making roads safer for vulnerable road users, including children, elderly 
people, pedestrians, non-motorized vehicle users, motorcyclists and 
person with disabilities.

3. Making roads safer and reducing the severity of road crashes.

4. Making vehicles safer and encouraging responsible vehicle advertising.

5. Improving national and regional road safety systems, management and 
enforcement.

6. Improving cooperation and fostering partnerships.

7. Developing the Asian Highway Network as a model of road safety

8. Providing effective education on road safety awareness to the public, 
young people and drivers.



Technical Standards

1. Strong correlation between infrastructure 
design and road safety outcomes

2. Harmonized driving conditions

3. New Annex “Asian Highway Design Standards 
for Road Safety”



Road Safety Crisis

1. In 2016, over 1.35 million road crash fatalities 
(>60% in ESCAP region)

2. One person killed by road crashes in every 38 
seconds in ESCAP Region (In 2013, 43 
seconds).

3. Economic cost – estimated to be as high as 6%
of national GDPs



ESCAP impact
The global road traffic trends is heavy influenced by 
the ESCAP region.

Scenarios Options

1. ESCAP increase as usual

a. NON-ESCAP countries no change

b. NON-ESCAP high-income countries decrease by 50% and other
countries increase as usual

c. NON-ESCAP high-income countries have 0 fatality and other
countries increase as usual

2.NON-ESCAP high-
income countries decrease 
by 50% and other countries 
increase as usual

a. ESCAP increase as usual

b. ESCAP have same fatalities as 2016

c. ESCAP reduce 50% of fatalities

3.  NON-ESCAP high-
income countries have 0 
fatality and other countries 
increase as usual

a. ESCAP increase as usual

b. ESCAP have same fatalities as 2016

c. ESCAP reduce 50% of fatalities
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ESCAP Fatality Data

• Fatality Numbers and Rates.

• Sub-regional comparisons.

• Income level comparisons.

• Vulnerable Road Users.



Fatalities by the Income Levels

World Bank Country Classifications 2016
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For Middle income countries, the 
proportion of road death exceeded 
the proportion of population, both 
globally and in the ESCAP region.
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ESCAP Region
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ESCAP Road Crash Fatalities 
and Fatality Rates (2016)
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ESCAP Road Crash Fatalities 
and Fatality Rates (2016)
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ESCAP Road traffic deaths and road traffic death rate (2013-2016)

Road traffic deaths (2013) Road traffic deaths (2016) Road traffic death rate(2013) Road traffic death rate(2016)
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Changes in Fatalities
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Decreased Increased No change

Japan, Republic of Korea, Singapore

China, Thailand, Islamic Republic of Iran, Maldives, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Turkmenistan, 
Samoa

Mongolia, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Timor-Leste, Sri 
Lanka, Kyrgyzstan, Papua 
New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands 

Nepal

Cook Islands
*Countries that have great control on fatalities since 2013.

Road Crash Fatalities decreased in 23 ESCAP Countries 



TOP 5 countries with increased number of road crashes

2013 2016
Changes of 

number
Increased rate

1 India 207 551 299 091 91 540 44.10%

2 Bangladesh 21 316 24 954 3 638 17.07%

3 Turkey 6 687 9 782 3 095 46.28%

4 Viet Nam 22 419 24 970 2 551 11.38%

5 Philippines 10 379 12 690 2 311 22.27%

2013 2016 Changes of number Decreased rate

1 Iran (Islamic Rep. of) 24 896 16 426 -8 470 -34.02%

2 Indonesia 38 279 31 726 -6 553 -17.12%

3 China 261 367 256 180 -5 187 -1.98%

4 Thailand 24 237 22 491 -1 746 -7.20%

5 Russian Federation 27 025 25 969 -1 056 -3.91%

TOP 5 countries with decreased number of road crashes



Road traffic death by road user type
Distribution map of road traffic deaths by road user type, 2016



Vulnerable Road Users 
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ESCAP Institutional 
Support

• Lead Road Safety Agencies

• Funding

• Global Framework Plan of Action



Road safety management 
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The role of leadership in the implementation of 
Asia’s road safety initiatives (continued)
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Road safety management 
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Global Framework Plan of Action- 2018 



Safe User – enforcement on legislations
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Number of countries rated as Good enforcement on 
laws, 2016  

Number of countries

*Countries rated enforcement as “Good” if it is 8 or 
above on a scale of 0 to 10.
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Vehicle safety standards
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2016

% of countries



Post-Crash
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ESCAP Legislations 
and Enforcement

• Key risk factors

• Sub-regional comparisons



Population covered by laws on risk factors
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ESCAP Subregions
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ESCAP Subregions
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Speed limit law
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Speed limit law
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Drink-driving law
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Alcohol-related road traffic death 
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Motorcycle helmet law
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Seat-belts law
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Children restraints law example
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Proportion of countries had restriction on children seated in front seat in 
ESCAP, 2016
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ESCAP regional 
Trends

• ESCAP website

• Editable for 
localized 
languages 

• Two posters





Examples of technical support demands (RSF, 
proposal submissions from Asia-Pacific)

• Strengthening road safety lead agencies (3)

• Safer roads (2)

• Vulnerable Road Users (2)

• Safer driving skills (2)

• Vehicle Standards (2)

• Child Seats (2)

• Speed Management (1)

• Post Crash Intervention (1)

• Road crash data system (1)



Ways forward

• Quality road crash data

• Evidence-based policies and interventions

• Leaderships at all levels among all relevant 
sectors

• International and regional co-operations
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