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“Vietnamese people don’t walk.”

Vietnam



Vietnam



A lack of comprehensive data about biking 
and walking makes it difficult to advocate 
for, plan for, and implement facilities where 
they help our communities most.

Vietnam



Vietnam



Vietnam



USA in 2002:
• No consistent, uniform data collection and 

analysis for active mobility 
• Multiple, inconsistent methodologies across 

agencies and country
• No sharing of data at a national level
• Result = difficult to justify funding, document 

benefits, understand what influences walking 
and bicycling

Alaska, USA



Alaska, USA

Goals of the National Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Documentation Project (2002):
• Develop a consistent national methodology for 

conducting counts and surveys
• Establish a national database of count 

information
• Use database to begin analysis on the 

correlations bicycle and pedestrian activity 
and local characteristics



• Pedestrians & Bicyclists
• Male / Female
• Helmet / No Helmet
• Also: Strollers / Wheelchairs / Scooters / 

Skateboards / Roller-skates / Unicycles / if it 
moves and doesn’t have a motor, we count it

• Weather / Date / Time / Location

What to Count?
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Daily and weekly count from 
across North America: 
Consistently Inconsistent

When to Count?
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When to Count?

Official Annual National Count (USA): Mid-September
Optional Dates:
• Mid-January
• Mid-May
• Mid-July

Monthly use in North America 
follows regional seasonal patterns

Northern Cities

Southern Cities

Use v. Temperature



• Official National Count Dates (USA):   
Second week of September        
(one weekday, one weekend day)

• Locations: previous count location, 
bicycle facility, mixed land uses, 
high crash corridor

• Select & train surveyors

• Conduct survey

• Analyze results

Annual Count Methodology



Count at same location every 
year to see trends over time



More than just count data: surveys and 
interviews add dimension and insights to the data

Surveys & Interviews



www.trec.pdx.edu
• Info about count methodology
• Current host for national database

www.bikepeddocumentation.org
• Info about count and survey methodology
• Original site

National Database



Annual Bicycle Counts

Total Number of 
Users by Mode 



Source:  City of Portland (2013)

Sharp increase in cycling safety in 
Portland as cycling levels rose

70% fall in 
crash rate

6-fold increase
in bike trips



Count Data



How Bicyclists Get to Stanford
AM Average Peak Hour



Infrastructure Planning



Infrastructure Planning

• Land Use
• Crashes
• Traffic Stress
• Destinations
• Transit



Kuala Lumpur

Calgary Center City Cycle 
TrackCalgary, Canada 

Infrastructure Implementation



Data from the 
first 6 months

50% increase in the number of 
people arriving by bicycle

Calgary Downtown Cycle Track

Infrastructure Implementation



2014 2015

Infrastructure Implementation

Calgary Downtown Cycle Track



Calgary Downtown Cycle Track

Infrastructure Implementation



Active Mobility Benefits



Automated Counters



Kuala Lumpur

What to count in Asia?

Motorized Two- and Three- Wheelers are 
disproportionately impacted by crashes 

Who are the vulnerable road users?
What are the goals for the data? 

• Motorcycles 
• Motorized Two- and Three- Wheelers
• Pedestrians / Bicyclists



How do people access transit?

What mode: walk / bicycle / other?
Why: commuting to work or school / 
visiting friends / shopping / leisure
Where: what routes? Different routes for 
different modes? 
When: is there a peak time? Does it 
change during the week or year? 
Other considerations: does weather 
change behavior? 
Goals: increase number of people 
accessing transit by walking or bicycling?



What about climate?

Monsoon Season v. Dry Season



Kuala Lumpur

DiscussionCultural considerations?

Kuala Lumpur Car Free Day during Ramadan

• Holidays
• Diversity of calendars
• School schedules



Vietnamese people do walk if they are 
provided a safe and convenient place.  

Vietnam
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