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Current situation  
 Being a global problem affecting people worldwide, road safety has been on 

UN’s agenda since 2011 with certain targets to be met for the following 

decade 

 Azerbaijan supports international initiatives on road safety (including UN 

Decade of Action on Road Safety) 

 Road safety is not only a public health problem, but it also has a big 

economic impact, which costs about 500 million manat the Azerbaijani 

government annually, whereas, there are effective intervention methods and 

practices that can reduce the human and monetary costs of the problem 

 Currently there is no confirmed national road safety strategy and a unified 

road safety action plan and;  

 There is a lack of systematic funding for road safety programs 

 In 2004-2012, the President of the Azerbaijan Republic, Mr. Ilham Aliyev took 

this problem under his direct control and a lot has been done in terms of 

effective traffic management and road safety, which includes building of 

bridges, road junctions according to modern standards, public transport 

arrangements, metro network expansion etc. However, compared to other 

European countries, the number of road accidents in Azerbaijan still remains 

to be high 



Statistics 

Number of road accidents in Azerbaijan  

1988 - 2015 

*source: Azerbaijan State Road Police website www.dyp.gov.az  

http://www.dyp.gov.az


Statistics 
 

Number of injuries during the road accidents in Azerbaijan  
1988 - 2015 

*source: Azerbaijan State Road Police website www.dyp.gov.az  

http://www.dyp.gov.az


Statistics 
 

Number of deaths during the road accidents in Azerbaijan  
1988 - 2015 

*source: Azerbaijan State Road Police website www.dyp.gov.az  

http://www.dyp.gov.az


Challenges 

 Lack of much needed coordinated, integrated and central approach 

to managing road safety in the country among relevant government 

agencies  

 Lack of national strategy 

 Gaps in relevant legislation    

 Enforcement problems 

 Ensuring continuous funding for road safety activities and programs  

 Lack of updated data and research for analytical purposes, for the 

public, policy-making, decision-making processes etc.    

 Need for innovative approaches to road safety (e.g. in infrastructure, 

vehicle safety etc.) 

 Lack of public road safety education and awareness 

 Lack of systematic training (including road safety) of drivers 

 Poor driver and pedestrian culture (due to lack of education and 

awareness, as well) 



About HAYAT 

 Hayat was established in 1994 (one of the oldest NGOs in 

Azerbaijan) with the aim of helping refugee and IDPs, as well as 

conducting public awareness on different social problems in the 

country 

 Since 2010 Hayat started focusing on road safety  

 Current international partners of Hayat are EASST, FIA Foundation, 

UK Embassy in Baku, UN 

 Key local partners of Hayat: State Road Police, Ministry of Health, 

Ministry of Education, Ministry of Transport, Baku Transport 

Agency, foreign country embassies in Azerbaijan, National 

Automobile Club of Azerbaijan (AMAK), ADA University, etc. 

 By now, Hayat has implemented 8 road safety projects and dozens 

of activities (including 2 very popular music videos with the most 

popular celebrities in Azerbaijan) and produced many thematic 

posters and brochures for youth on different Road Safety topics  

together with its partners 



Safe villages project 
 One of the biggest investors on transport sector in 

Azerbaijan, EBRD has allocated over 800 million USD for the 

reconstruction of the regional roads in Azerbaijan  

 

 As part of their road construction in Azerbaijan, EBRD 

together with EASST and Hayat has implemented “Safe 

Villages” project in 2013 in five regions of Azerbaijan 

(Aghjabedi, Barda, Bilasuvar, Beylagan, Imishli) 

 

 “Safe Villages” awareness project was implemented among 

schoolchildren in 20 villages of these 5 regions of Azerbaijan 

 

 “Safe villages” project series came to Azerbaijan after it was 

implemented in Moldova and Ukraine by other partners of 

EASST network 





Safe villages project: Objectives 

 The overall goal of the project was to enhance road safety by engaging local 

communities in the mentioned regions along the regional roads and identifying 

their needs and concerns with regards to road safety 

 The project also aimed at improving speed enforcement by working with local 

road police 

 Within the project, through distribution of reflective elements, Hayat promoted use 

of these reflective elements on daily outfits as part of night-time visibility 

 Underlying objectives were: 

 

 Objective 1: Securing cooperation on a regional level for further work on a village 

level 

 Objective 2: Aligning the project with the Government’s Road Safety Strategy 

 Objective 3: Gaining the support of the local Road Police for speed control and other 

enforcement measures 

 Objective 4: Raise road safety awareness and improve road user behaviour of 

drivers using these transit routes  

 Objective 5: Engage schools, community centres, civil society and the regional mass 

media.  





Safe villages project: Key Findings 

 Around 2000 educational leaflets for schoolchildren, teachers and 

parents and over 1000 informational leaflets and road safety memos for 

farmers, over 700 high-visibility vests, 700 pendants were distributed 

during the project in 5 villages 

 

 Regional authorities highly supportive of the idea of raising awareness 

on road safety issues in the region, stating a big and continuous need 

for awareness in the villages  

 

 Regional authorities playing a key role in coordinating activities with 

other relevant regional officials, e.g. police, education head etc. 

 

 Needs assessment from local people, farmers, authorities – different 

sides and perspectives on the situation and perceptions of the problem 

for better and comprehensive evaluation of the needs and analysis of 

relationships between local people and the authorities, hence, for 

effective awareness activities planning 



	

	



	

	



Safe villages project: Sustainability  

 Findings for future projects: Lack of police data/statistics, lack of appropriate 

road signs, very limited pedestrian crossings; 

 

 Ensuring cooperation with private companies for sustainability and for 

covering different and more regions / villages and more people; 

 

 Increasing the number of educational and high vis materials; 

 

 More tailored (age, profession etc.) trainings to target audiences; 

 

 Creating a Volunteer Group in each target village to be trained and leave as 

a legacy for the rural communities, so that they are equipped information-

wise to spread the awareness among the community; 

 

 Organizing regular monitoring visits to the regions in order to keep in touch 

with the population; 





HAYAT road safety partnerships 

and projects implemented 

 A video clip together with the Road Safety Ambassador and 

2011 Eurovision Song Contest winner Nigar Jamal    

 Promoting the use of child car seat  by distributing brochures, 

posters and other print materials 

 Baku 2015 first European Games “Conscious Citizen” road 

safety awareness campaign among drivers and pedestrians 

 Together with EASST, a research project among pedestrians 

aimed at finding out their existing knowledge / perceptions, 

attitude and behavior in terms of road safety in Baku 

 Road safety trainings among the taxi company management 

and taxi drivers in Baku  

 EASST Road Safety Education Pack: teaching road safety to 

schoolchildren in Baku and in the regions 



EASST Road Safety  

Education Pack 

 Comprehensive Road Safety Education Pack developed by 

EASST, AMAK and HAYAT 

 Designed to teach road safety to children up to the age of 14 

 A flexible resource for use in a variety of settings 

 Developed for use in middle and lower income countries and 

tailored for use in Azerbaijan 

 By using the simple, fun, educational activities in this 

Education Pack, children and young people are helped to 

stay safe on the roads 

 The pack provides the resources needed to teach basic road 

safety principles in an age-appropriate way 

 Local partners are: Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, 

State Road Police, “Teach for Azerbaijan” educational 

initiative, AMAK, the UK Embassy in Azerbaijan 

 

 













Next steps 
 Integrating the work of relevant government and non-government agencies on the 

matter and identifying a lead government agency 

 Adoption of a national strategy and action plan on road safety with clear road 

safety targets  

 Managing gaps in legislation (road safety – infrastructure, drivers qualification 

trainings, vehicle safety, speed limits, child restraints, seatbelt use etc.) 

 Managing enforcement problems 

 Thinking of and searching innovative funding opportunities to ensure constant 

funding for the road safety programs in the country 

 Establishing a national road safety research institute for generating updated and 

relevant data for informed and integrated policy and decision-making processes, 

as well as keeping public informed, hence engaged 

 Applying innovative approaches to road safety (in infrastructure, vehicle safety, 

road safety funding mechanisms, involving private sector etc.) 

 On a state level, including road safety education into the curriculum  

 Introducing mandatory and tailored road safety training programs for novice 

drivers, drivers with experience, emergency vehicles drivers etc. 

 Running systematic road safety awareness campaigns for the drivers and 

pedestrian to improve the situation in the country in this regard 



Thank you! 


